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Broadband access in europe

sure 2, DSL coverage in different ;u'eas in the EU27, Dec 2007, % of total terrifory with DSL coverage
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In spite of the progress made in recent years, significant
differences still exist between Member States (MSs) in terms of DSL
coverage.




Broadband access In rural areas

Figure 6. Relative broadband gap in 2007, thinly populated areas as % of urban areas
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Saurce: 2007 Eurostat ICT household survey {extraction on 20 October 2008), Eurostat, European Commission

By 2007, only 70% of the EU27 rural population was able to

subscribe to a DSL connection as opposed to 98 % of the population
in urban areas.




Rural DSL take-up
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Rural DSL coverage in 2007 (%)

Not only coverage but also rural take-up is low in mostly new
MemberStates such as Slovakia for example. Data for 2007
show that take-up barely reached 3 % versus 20 % in the rural

areas of France or UK.
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Because of the gap between DSL penetration in rural areas, the digital divide
also concerns the equipment and the services.
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